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Th^  §(z:mpl(z:  family  %:tarn§  to  61§ah 

by  Marie  Oleson 

Christopher  Aiken,  the  great,  great,  great  grandson  of  General  James  Semple,  the  founder  of  Elsah,  visited  Elsah 
for  the  first  time  In  January  with  his  wife,  Barbara. 

Early  in  1997,  Barbara  Aiken,  the  family  archivist,  wrote  to  HEF,  introducing  herself  and  asking  if  we  might  have 
information  on  the  Semple  family  in  Elsah.  We  immediately  put  her  in  touch  with  Nancy  Grossman  who  had 
visited  Elsah  a  few  years  earlier  as  a  result  of  her  purchase  at  an  auction  of  some  diaries  written  by  Ada  Semple 
Ames  Turner  around  the  turn  of  the  century  (see  Elsah  History  #72/73).  The  interesting  stories  in  these  diaries,  framed 
in  a  most  elegant  style  of  writing,  give  a  wonderfully  warm  report  of  Ada's  life. 

In  1852,  James  Semple  purchased  the  valley  that  was  to  become  Elsah,  surveyed  the  land,  and  advertised  lots  for 
sale.  His  daughter,  Lucy,  married  Edgar  Ames,  and  their  daughter,  Mary  Semple  Ames  (sister  of  Ada  Ames 
Turner)  married  Wayman  Grow  Gushman,  who  is  the  grandson  of  Wayman  Grow,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Washington  University  in  St.  Louis.  Lucy  Semple  Ames  built  Notch  GlifF  estate  in  Elsah,  and  Henry  Turner,  Jr., 
husband  of  her  daughter,  Ada,  built  Eliestoun,  also  in  Elsah.  This  relationship  brought  the  Aikens  to  St.  Louis  in 
January,  at  the  invitation  of  Washington  University,  to  attend  a  special  celebration  honoring  Wayman  Grow. 

During  the  Aikens'  one-day  visit  to  Elsah,  members  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  Board  conducted  a  special  tour 
of  the  Village  and  of  the  Principia  Gollege  campus  to  see  Eliestoun  and  the  site  of  the  Notch  GlifF  estate  that  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  191L  The  Foundation  and  the  Village  Board  also  hosted  a  lunch  at  Farley's  Music  Hall  in 
honor  of  our  guests.  The  delicious  lunch  was  catered  by  Ann  Badasch,  owner  of  "My  just  Desserts"  in  Alton,  who 
will  soon  be  opening  .   "My  Just  Desserts,  Elsali "  in  the  Mott  Gommercial  Building  on  LaSalle  Street. 


Those  who  attended  the  luncheon,  from  left  to  right. 
Back  row:  Ed  Lewitz,  Paula  Bradley,  jerry  Taetz,  Ann  Badasch,  Ned  Bradley,  Marge  Doerr,  David  Pfeifer, 

James  Schmidt,  Mary  Ann  Schmidt,  Jeralyn  Lewitz,  Marie  Oleson,  June  Cronin,  Bob  Cronin. 

Front  row:  Judy  Williams,  Mark  Badasch,  Chiistopher  Aiken,  Barbara  Aiken,  John  Williams,  Inge  Mack 

Eleanor  Bamal,  Jane  Pfeifer.  Bob  Rockabrand  was  taking  the  picture.  Digital  photo  provided  by  Chiistopher  Aiken. 


^  Introduction 

An  1850s  village  prepares  itself  for  the  twenty-first  century,  without  losing  any  of  its  heritage.  That  is  Elsah  today. 
It  is  going  into  a  new  millennium  and  after  some  very  difficult  times  with  the  loss  of  Charles  Hosmer  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Great  Flood,  both  happening  in  1993,  it  has  the  beginnings  of  a  second  renaissance.  It  had  one 
in  the  early  1970s,  but  there  is  another  one  in  the  making.  There  is  an  upswing  of  activities:  a  new  restaurant  and  a 
Keller  gift  shop  are  planned;  a  bigger,  better  "feremiali's  Elsah"  and  museum  are  in  place.  These  are  changes,  but 
there  is  also  continuity,  and  both  are  held  together  by  the  villagers'  sense  of  responsibility  for  and  pride  in  their 
connnunit)'  —  as  shown  in  their  government  and  in  the  existence  of  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 

Within  the  confines  of  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  itself  there  are  big  changes:  there  is  a  new  president  with 
fresh  ideas  and  energies,  and  two  new  members  of  the  Board  to  assist  him.   A  spring  breeze  is  blowing. 

On  the  last  page  of  this  issue,  under  the  heading  of  Village  Happenings,  are  all  the  °  happenings "  listed,  which 
constitute  the  major  and  minor  changes.  In  the  rest  of  the  newsletter,  these  changes  are  put  into  a  larger  context  of 
continuity. 

^  Changes  and  Continuity 

The  past  six  years  were  a  period  of  transition  for  HEF,  of  adjusting  to  important  changes,  financial  and  others.  We 
went  from  an  established  Foundation  operating  under  Charles  Hosmer's  guidance  through  trying  times  of 
reconstruction,  to  a  presently  recovered  sense  of  direction. 

In  1993,  when  I  accepted  the  presidency  of  HEF,  I  did  it  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  form  a  link;  I  hoped  to  be 
able  to  hold  the  group  together  and  to  manage  to  get  through  the  reconstruction  work  necessary  after  the  Great 
Flood. 

HEF  could  not  have  weathered  the  financial  problems  of  maintaining  the  Mott  Building  and  the  complete 
restoration,  after  the  flood,  of  Farley's  Music  Hall  without  the  most  gratifying  support  of  our  members,  anonymous 
donors,  and  miscellaneous  contributors,  together  with  grants  from  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency,  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Commerce  and  Community  Affairs,  and  the  National  Trust,  and  finally  help  from  our  local 
laithlul  bank  in  lerseyxille  —  the  jersey  State  Bank.  Richard  Lott,  Assistant  Vice  President  of  jersey  State  Bank, 
has  been  a  most  loyal  and  interested  strong  supporter.  He  worked  closely  with  us  through  the  rehab  program  in 
cooperation  with  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency  and  always  expressed  a  true  understanding  ol  our  local 
situation. 


The  changing  of 
the  guard  at  the 
jersey  State  Bank. 
From  left  to  right: 
Richard  Lott,  Assistant 
Vice  President;  Marie  Oleson 
retiring  secretary-treasurer; 
John  Willinms,  HEFs  neio 
president,  and  Ingeborg  Mack, 
ret  irii  ig  p  res  iclei  it . 


John  Williams,  the  new  president:  Circumstances  are  difFerent  now.  The  Foundation  enjoys  the  support 
of  new  Elsah  citizens.  Fresh  thoughts  and  approaches  are  needed,  which  a  new  president  and  new  board 
members  can  give.  In  1998,  upon  my  resignation  as  president,  the  search  for  a  replacement  was  going  on,  until,  on 
a  suggestion  by  jeralyn  Hosmer  Lewitz,  John  Wilhams  was  approached  to  join  tlie  board  and  he  accepted.  The 
Board  then  unanimously  voted  him  in  as  its  third  president. 

Throughout  the  years,  |ohn  has  been  a  faithful  supporter  of  HEF,  yet  he  has  his  own  ideas  about  the  "running  of 
it,  and  there  probably  will  be  some  restructuring.    Beiore  we  proceed  to  note  any  changes,  though,  we  should  point 
to  some  interesting  siinilarities  between  Charles  Hosmer,  our  first  president,  and  John,  our  third  president,  and 
once  more  trace  the  birth  of  the  Foundation  and  its  purpose. 

To  introduce  John  W.  Williams  of  Jerseyville,  Illinois,  I  will  quote  him  in  his  own  words:  An  Assistant  Professor  of 
Political  Science  and  Mass  Communication  at  Principia  College.  He  received  his  undergraduate  degree  from 
Principia,  where  he  was  a  student  of  Dr.  Charles  Hosmer  and  Dr.  Paul  Williams,  authors  of  the  Elsah  guidebook. 
As  an  undergraduate,  he  completed  the  line  drawings,  photographic  survey,  and  historical  file  for  the  Spatz 
Brothers  gas  station,  which  was  subsequently  saved  and  is  now  the  Christian  Science  Reading  Room.  He  also 
conducted  the  test  excavation  of  the  post  office  above  Eminence  Hollow  (in  Ewing  Wood  on  the  campus  of 
Principia  College),  surveyed  the  uncompleted  railroad  tunnel  located  just  north  of  Elsah  (also  on  college  property), 
and  helped  transcribe  the  journals  of  the  McNair  Brothers. 

Mr.  Williams  received  his  law  degree  from  George  Washington  University'  and  worked  in  the  Civil  Rights  Division 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  tor  five  years.  He  returned  to  Elsah  to  teach  and  serve  on  the  administrative 
staff  at  Principia  in  1983.  For  several  years,  Mr.  Williams  was  a  reporter  for  The  Telegraph  (Alton,  IL)  and  covered 
Elsali  as  part  of  his  beat.  He  is  completing  his  Ph.D.  through  Southern  Illinois  Universit)'  at  Carbondale.  He 
teaches  courses  in  American  government,  law,  mass  media,  and  Asian  politics.  Among  his  duties  at  Principia.  Mr. 
Williams  directs  undergraduate  and  adult  travel-study  programs  to  China,  Tibet,  Vietnam,  and  Mongolia.  He  loves 
Asia  because  of  its  rich  history  and  culture. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Germany,  the  son  of  a  military  family.  Growing  up,  he  lived  in  India  and  Thailand.  He 
and  his  wife,  the  former  Judy  Blackburn,  live  in  a  turn-of-the-centur\'  home  in  downtown  Jersey\ille,  our  countv 
seat.  Mrs.  Williams  is  director  of  recruiting  services  for  Principia  College.  They  have  been  members  of  HEF  for 
more  than  twenty  years  and  are  also  members  of  the  Jersey  County  Historical  Societ>'.  As  part  of  their  contribution 
to  preserving  local  history,  the  Williamses  recently  purchased  the  original  Episcopal  church,  built  in  1880,  which 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  a  developer  who  planned  to  gut  the  chapel  for  duplex  rental  propert)'.  The  brick  chapel 
is  one  of  only  six  of  the  original  churches  in  Jerse^'ville  that  have  not  been  destroyed  or  significantly  reconstructed. 


As  we  see,  John  Williams,  as  a  student,  was  strongly  affected  by  the  interest  in  Elsah  historv  and  preser\'ation  of 
two  of  his  professors  at  Principia  College:  Dr.  Hosmer  and  Dr.  Williams.  He  activeh  participated  in  research 
conducted  by  them,  and  made  surveys  and  sketches  of  historically  important  structures  in  Elsah  and  beyond. 

Charles  Hosmer,  in  turn,  the  son  of  a  diplomat,  was  also  born  beyond  U.S.  borders  —  in  Naples,  Italy.  (After 
reading  John  Williams'  introduction  and  then  learning  of  Charles  Hosmer's  bio,  one  might  surmise  that  a  foreign 
birthplace  be  one  of  the  major  qualifications  to  the  HEF  presidency!)  Charles  Hosmer,  though,  grew  up  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  where  he  was  surrounded  by  early  American  architecture,  which  intrigued  him.  He  regularly 
went  out  to  sketch  the  houses  and  often  was  invited  in  for  a  friendly  chat  and  visit,  thus  learning  firsthand  about  the 
pleasures  and  problems  of  owning  historically  important  structures.  This  interest  eventually  culminated,  among 
other  important  events,  in  the  formation  and  incorporation  of  the  Historic  Elsali  Foundation  in  1971. 


ORIGIN  OF  HISTORIC  ELSAH  FOUNDATION:  It  is  worthwhile  to  remember  that  HEF  grew  out  of  a  garden  club 
which  was  formed  in  1963  and  had  monthly  meetings  with  plant  exchanges  and  yearly  summer  house  tours.  It  was 
only  in  1967,  when  two  club  members,  Dr.  Charles  Hosmer  and  Dr.  Paul  Williams,  produced  the  award  winning, 
Elsah:  A  Historic  Guidebook,  that  the  Elsah  residents  and  The  Principia  became  acutely  aware  of  the  importance 
of  their  village  in  the  larger  American  historic  architectural  picture. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hosmer,  who  by  then  was  the  nationally  known  authority  on  the  history  of  preservation  in 
the  United  States,  the  garden  club  was  reorganized  and  incorporated  as  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  a  not-for- 
profit,  non-governmental  organization  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  By  the  way,  Principia  showed  its  deep  interest  in 
what  was  happening  around  its  "  front  door"  by  donating  the  services  of  its  lawyers  to  draw  up  the  legal 
incorporation  papers. 


THE  THRUST  OF  THE  FOUNDATION  IS  BASICALLY  THREEFOLD: 

Preservation  and  Restoration:  The  first  major  preservation  project  was  the  Village  Hall  in  1973;  its  latest  one:  the 
restoration  of  Farley's  Music  Hall  from  1993  and  ongoing. 

Publications  and  Education:  Since  its  inception  the  foundation  has  published  a  newsletter,  Elsah  History.  It 
joined  forces  with  the  Village  to  manage  and  staff  the  Village  Museum,  which  opened  in  1975.  It  has  originated 
and  supported  art  and  research  projects  in  the  Village,  at  Principia  College,  and  at  the  "  live-in  classes"  of  the 
College  School  of  Webster  Groves,  Missouri. 

Protection  of  the  "Village  Profile"  and  Guidance:  One  important  step  was  the  purchase  in  1976  of  the  Mott 
Commercial  Building  on  LaSalle  Street,  to  "encourage  sound  business  ventures... that  have  a  positive  effect  on  the 
village.  (Hosmer,  Elsah  History,  August  1976).  The  Other  was  the  hiring,  in  1986,  of  the  well-known  zoning-law 
attorney,  Richard  Roddewig,  to  bring  the  Elsah  zoning  laws  up  to  standard.  In  the  '90s  the  Board  was  tentatively 
considering  measures  such  as  life-tenancy  and  the  creation  of  a  revolving  fund,  but  other  matters  intervened. 

The  mission  of  the  Foundation  is  still  the  same,  though  the  priorities  of  the  Board  are  changing  as  the  Board  is 
changing. 


Marie  OLESON  retires:  As  mentioned  earlier,  beyond  the  new  president  there  is  another  change  in  the  HEF 
Board:  two  new  members,  Betty  Clark  and  jeralyn  Lewitz  joined  the  Board  and  will  replace  Marie  Oleson  as 
treasurer  and  secretary,  respectively.  After  long  and  careful  deliberation,  Marie  Oleson  retired  as  secretary- 
treasurer  on  December  31,  1999. 

Marie  joined  HEF  in  1989  at  the  invitation  of  Charles  Hosmer.  It  was  a  demanding  position  to  begin  with  —  the 
only  remunerated  (though  very  slightly)  position  on  the  board  —  but  one  that  grew  immeasurably  in  the  last  six 
years  with  the  added  burden  of  having  to  deal  with  loans  and  grants. 

Marie  gave  the  Foundation  a  most  unselfed  service  throughout  the  years,  joining  to  keep  it  going  and  refusing  any 
payment  for  the  past  year  and  a  half  (in  the  inany  months  since  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  left  and  our  income 
almost  dried  up).  Throughout  her  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  Marie  has  been  our  pillar  of  strength,  the 
center  of  record  keeping,  and  the  organizer  of  many  HEF  functions.  She  will  be  very  diEFicult  to  replace  and  very 
much  missed. 

NEW  TREASLTRER:  HEF's  new  treasurer,  Betty  Clark,  is  a  true  Elsaliite.  She  was  born  here,  raised  here,  attended 
the  Elsah  School,  and  ultimately  worked  here  for  many  years  at  the  Post  Office.  With  her  previous  experience  as 
Postmaster,  she  will  be  a  strong  addition  to  the  Board.  Throughout  the  years,  Betty  has  been  an  active  member  of 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation  and  a  treasured  volunteer  at  many  of  its  activities. 

New  SECRETARY:  HEF's  new  secretary  is  also  a  longtime  member  of  the  Elsah  community.  Nobody  has  been 
closer  to  the  Foundation's  ideas  and  ideals  than  jeralyn  Hosmer  Lewitz.  For  many  years  she  worked  closely  with 
her  late  husband,  typing  and  proofreading  his  books  and  articles  about  architectural  preservation.  Lately  she  has 
put  some  of  those  ideas  to  work,  together  with  her  present  husband,  Ed  Lewitz.  Through  the  years  Jeri  also 
supported  the  Foundation  by  offering  its  publications  for  sale  in  her  consignment  shop,  "Jeremiali's  Elsah.  " 


^  Changing  Hands 

Probably  the   most  important  liappening "  at  this  time  in   Elsah   itself  is  the  changing  of  hands  of  two  of  its 
commercial  buildings:    the  Keller  store  and  the  Mott  Commercial  Building.    The  Mott  Building  was  the  former 
location  of  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  and  was  owned  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation.    The  selling  of  the  Mott 
Building  by  the  Foundation  is  important  because  it  is  one  of  the  first  major  changes  in  HEF's  approach  to  fiscal 
solvency  and  its  role  as  "protector"  of  the  character  of  Elsah. 

Sale  of  the  Keller  Store:  The  sale  of  the  Keller  Store  by  Eddie  Keller,  which  in  recent  years  served  as  the 
tea  room  and  gift  shop  for  the  Elsah  Landing  Bestaurant,  spells  the  end  of  an  era.  The  Kellers  purchased  the 
building  in  1877  and  Josephine  Keller  turned  the  main  floor  into  a  confectionary.  The  Keller  family  lived  in  the 
upstairs  and  downstairs  floors  of  this  three-storied,  pre-Civil  War  stone  structure.  In  1891  they  added  the  mansard 
roof  and  the  porch  to  provide  for  more  living  space.  The  building  is  so  much  a  part  of  Elsah  lore.  With  the  coming 
of  Eddie  Keller's  nephew,  Lawrence  A.  Keller,  in  March  to  operate  a  gift  shop  in  the  old  warehouse  across  Alpa 
Street,  the  end  of  an  era  may  not  be  quite  so  final. 

The  building  stood  empty  and  had  been  on  the  market  for  some  time,  but  nobody  wanted  to  believe  this  was  a 
serious  offer,  because  it  would  mean  too  big  a  change.  Fortunately,  it  is  again  in  appreciative  Elsah  hands.  The 
building  was  sold  to  Jeralyn  and  Ed  Lewitz  and  is  now  the  new  home  of  Jeremiah's  Elsah. 


"JEREMIAH'S  — ELSAH"  MOVES  TO  KELLER'S 
STORE:  On  December  10,  1999,  Ed  and  Jeri  Lewitz 
signed  the  papers  for  the  purchase  of  this  historic 
property,  and  they  could  then  begin  with  the 
cleaning  and  slight  remodeling  of  the  structure  to 
ready  it  for  "|eremiah's"  move  from  next  door; 
"Jeremiah's"  had  rented  the  upstairs  floor  of  the  Mott 
Building  from  HEF  since  1984.  On  Januar)'  5,  in  the 
year  2000,  the  store  opened  its  doors  in  its  new 
location  and  welcomed  visitors. 

The  three  spaces  on  the  main  floor  are  filled  with 
racks  of  clothes,  some  books,  an  antique  here  and 
there,  a  cozy  round  table  with  chairs  in  front  of  the 
window  and  colorful  knick-knacks  on  the  by-now 
123-year-old  Keller  shelves  along  the  wall.  The  lower 
floor  apartment  was  rented,  even  before  the 
remodeling  was  finished.  So  the  Keller  store 
building  is  starting  a  new  life  and  has  to  earn  a  new 
name. 


Ed  and  Jeralyn  Lewitz  in  "Jeremiah's"  new  location 


THE  FOUNDATION  SELLS  THE  MOTT  COMMERCIAL  BUILDING:  On  January  11,  2000,  at  4:00  p.m.  to  be 
precise,  Ann  and  Mark  Badasch,  familiar  to  all  of  us  as  the  owners  and  managers  of  the  successful  Alton  restaurant, 
"My  Just  Desserts, "  purchased  the  Mott  Building  on  LaSalle  Street  in  Elsah  from  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 

The  Badaschs  are  replacing  the  lormer  Elsah 
Landing  Bestaurant  which  used  to  rent  part  of  the 
building  from  HEF,  with  another  restaurant  that  will 
be  called  "My  Just  Desserts,  Elsah. "  They  plan  to  be 
open  six  days  a  week,  Tuesday  through  Sunday,  and 
intend  to  serve  lunch  as  well  as  dinner.  They  hope  to 
have  the  restaurant  in  operation  by  the  middle  of 
April. 

The  interior  remodeling  of  this  1894  building  is 
progressing  at  a  furious  pace.  Tom  Perotka,  our 
friend  of  many  years,  who  has  left  his  mark  on 
practically  every  structure  in  the  village,  is  in  charge 
of  the  transformation.  The  counter  in  the  south  room 
was  taken  out  to  make  room  tor  three  more  booths. 
A  large,  ADA  approved  restroom  facility  is  being 
added,  and  later  in  the  spring  a  large  deck,  or,  in 
village  parlance,  a  porch,  will  be  added  on  the  east, 
or  garden  side.  The  color  scheme  is  going  to  be  a 
deep  blue  with  mustard  on  a  soft  stone  color  as 
background,  which  will  be  stenciled. 

Elsah  is  following  this  interior  renovation  with  great 
expectations.  Since  the  Elsali  Landing  Bestaurant 
left  the  village  in  May  of  1998,  there  has  not  been  a 
public  center  like  the  village  stores  of  old,  where 
villagers  could  meet  and  chat. 


Our  old  friend  C.  T.  "Tom"  Perotka,  preparing  the 
MoU  Building  for  the  Badasch's  new  restaurant,  "My 
Just  Desserts,  Elsah  " 


Public  hospitality  in  ELSAH:  From  research  done  by  Paul  Williams  and  Charles  Hosmer  we  know  that  Elsah 
at  one  time  had  many  saloons,  but  evidently  also  quite  a  few  places  where  agreeable  fare  was  available.  Hospitality 
has  had  a  long  history  in  Elsah. 

Both  the  Mott  Building  and  Josephine  Keller  in  the  Keller  Store  served  food  or  refreshments.  Josephine's  store 
consisted  of  a  few  staples  plus  candy  and  ice  cream  for  the  village  children  (and  adults)"  (see  Ehah  History  #68). 
Though  according  to  the  jersey  Democrat  in  1885,  it  was  even  more  than  that:  "Mrs.  Josephine  Keller's  fine  ice 
cream  parlors  are  crowded  every  night  by  belles  and  beaus  of  Elsah.  Keller's  is  the  'Bon  Ton'  place  to  go  in  this 
village  "  (see  Ehah  Guidebook).  It  must  have  been  difficult  to  compete  with  Josephine,  but  the  different  owners  of  the 
Mott  Commercial  Building  did  just  that.  The  offerings  varied  from  a  favorite  assembly  place  around  a  hot  stove  to 
selling  cold  sodas  and  milk,  and  later  more  extensive  menus.  And,  that  Elsah  'beaus  and  belles'  still  met  seventy 
years  later,  but  this  time  in  the  Mott  Building,  is  proven  by  this  recent  comment  by  Ned  Bradley,  Professor 
Emeritus  of  French  at  Principia  College,  The  grocery  store  operated  by  Ora  Prather  and  his  wife  in  the  Mott 
Building  would  stay  open  in  the  early  evening  and  serve  hamburgers  and  cold  drinks.  Paula  and  I  began  our  dating 
there  in  the  early  1950s. "  He  added  that,  'For  several  years,  too,  refreshments  (mostly  ice  cream)  could  be  had  in 
the  Elsah  Riverview  House  from  the  Rhoads  family. " 


A  long  list  of  names  — 
Spatz,  Prather, 
Singletary/Lazenby, 
Darr,  Mack, 
Lindgren/Crafton,  — 
and  now  Badasch  with 
"My  Just  Desserts,  Elsah," 
is  connected  with  the 
Mott  Commercial  Building 
and  with  the  offering  of 
community  hospitality  in  Elsah. 

We  welcome  Ann  and  Mark 
and  wish  them  the  very  best 
in  joining  this  tradition. 


Lawrence  KELLER:  Staying  on  LaSalle  Street  and 
in  the  musical  chair  game,  the  last  and  latest  move  is 
the  coming,  in  early  March,  of  Edward  Keller's 
grand-nephew,  Lawrence  A.  Keller.  He  will  take  up 
residence  at  22  LaSalle  Street. 

"I  am  not  a  total  stranger  to  Elsali, "  Lawrence  writes. 
"I  can  remember  when  I  was  a  very  little  boy  coming 
up  to  the  village  to  visit  my  great-grandfather.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  very  little  of  what  I  remember  has 
changed.  I  am  quite  excited  about  this  move.  It  has 
given  me  a  great  sense  of  coming  home." 

He  plans  to  open  a  little  shop  offering  quality  gifts 
and  coffee  table  items  in  that  section  of  22  LaSalle 
which  used  to  be  one  of  the  family  stores,  and  still 
has  all  the  original  counters  and  shelves.  The  name 
of  his  shop  will  be  "].  K.  Keller  and  Son. "  Welcome 
to  Elsali,  Lawrence  A.  Keller  —  Elsah  would  not  be 
Elsah  without  a  Keller. 


(HERE  is  no  better  or  more  refreshing  drink 
than  Sodii  Water.  Theie  is  no  more  re- 
freshing and  invigorating  beverage  than  Ige 
CrCiiin  Soda.  There  is  no  place  in  town  wh.Te 
.Soihi  and  Ices  are  more  daintily  and  tastily 
served  tlian  at  our  new  fountain.     All  flavors. 

J.  K.  KELLER,  Elsah,  ill. 


Museum  director  J mnes  K.  Schmidt  and  Village 
Mayor,  Jane  Pfeifer,  in  the  new  7nuseum  located  in 
the  Village  Hall. 


^  The  Village  Museum 

THE  MUSEUM  MOVES:  For  many  reasons  there  had 
been  a  strong  resistance  to  moving  the  museum  out 
of  the  beloved  old  schoolhouse  into  the  Village  Hall, 
but  the  end  result  is  very  successful.  The  new 
exhibition  space  is  airy  and  light,  and  also  slightly 
larger  than  the  previous  one. 

Because  of  the  larger  space  available,  James  Schmidt, 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Fine  Art  at  Principia  College, 
and  the  present  director  of  the  museum,  has  been 
able  to  expand  some  subjects  on  exiiibit  and  Include 
others.  With  his  keen  artistic  awareness,  he  has 
created  a  visually  inviting  space  which  is  also 
informative. 

The  Previous  directors  were  Paul  Williams  (in  1976) 
and  Glenn  Felch  (seven  years  later).  These  two 
basically  founded  the  musuem.  Paul  put  together  an 
impressive  collection  of  Indian  artifacts  and  geodes 
—  all  properly  identified  and  displayed.  And  Glenn 
designed  and  installed  his  masterfully  illustrated 
architectural  walk  through  the  village.  All  of  these 
important  exhibits  that  they  organized  and  assembled 
were  inoved  and  re-installed  In  their  entirety  in  the 
present  museum 


The  museum  moves  from  the  Old  Schoolhouse.. 


THE    OLD    Schoolhouse:  The    move    of  the 

museum  out  of  the  village  school  leaves  us  with  the 
problem  of  the  Old  Stone  Schoolhouse,  now 
practically  an  empty  shell,  and  void  of  any 
meaningful  activity.  It  is  an  icon  of  what  America 
once  stood  for:  education  for  all.  Its  sturdy  yet 
graceful  structure  is  the  embodiment  of  a  great  idea, 
and  it  should  command  respect.  It  certainly  still  lives 
in  the  hearts  of  many  Elsah  citizens,  who  are  looking 
forward  to  seeing  it  come  alive  and  be  meaningful 
again. 

The  vacated  upstairs  schoolroom,  with  its  black- 
boards and  desks  still  in  place,  readily  could  be 
transformed  into  a  classroom-cum-office-museuni- 
storeroom.  Storage  units  could  be  built  so  as  not  to 
disturb  the  space  visually.  Glenn  Felch  had  some 
interesting  ideas.  Framed  poster  enlargements  of 
Elsah  school  groups  could  decorate  the  rooms  and 
halls,  giving  pleasure  and  being  informative,  and  at 
the  same  time  returning  some  dignity  to  the  building. 


Jane  Pfeifer,  the  Elsah  Mayor,  who  is  tlie  Prineipia 
archivist,  has  enthusiastically  introduced  many 
needed  archival  preservationist  methods,  such  as  the 
Keller  family  portraits  being  reframed  in  an  ultra 
violet  filtering  glass,  and  HEF  newsletters  now  being 
stored  in  an  airtight  metal  cabinet  proxaded  with  the 
necessary  desiccant. 

Now  that  HEF  is  basically  back  on  track,  and  the  new 
president  and  board  are  fully  organized,  the 
Foundation  is  looking  forward  to  cooperating  with 
the  Village  Board  and  again  taking  the  full  measure  of 
its  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  museum. 


.to  the  Village  Hall. 


^  Principia  and  Elsah 

Sharing  an  inspiration:  The  Principia  /  Elsah  relationship  is  an  interesting  one.  It  is  not  just  a  town-and- 
gown  one.  It  is  a  partnership.  Both  are  important  architectural  entities.  Both  are  nationally  recognized  and  each 
has  a  difFerent  role  to  play  in  this  partnership. 

Because  of  the  geographic  situation,  visitors  to  Principia  have  to  drive  through  Elsali  to  reach  the  campus.  Thus, 
the  village  being  practically  Principia's  front  door,  will  reflect  on  the  college.  The  village  itself,  being  completely 
surrounded  by  the  Principia-owned  wildlife  preserve,  benefits  from  the  protection  this  gives  from  undesirable 
commercial  development.    Each  preserves  the  setting  of  the  other. 

They  share  an  old  history,  a  time  when  this  whole  area,  near  the  confluence  of  the  three  rivers,  played  an  important 
role  in  the  lives  of  several  Indian  tribes;  and  an  even  older  one,  going  back  at  least  6,000  years.  The  soil  is  rich  with 
archaeological  artifacts  (see  Ebah  History  #18). 

But  most  importantly,  perhaps,  is  the  fact  that  the  campus  and  Elsah  share  an  inspiration,  as  shown  in  a  Bernard 
Maybeck  letter  of  1931  to  Mr.  Hussey  (one  of  his  on-site  architects  for  the  Principia  construction  projects).  The 
letter  states  that  the  Principia  College  "dormitories  should  seem  to  belong,  inore  or  less,  to  the  Elsali 
atmosphere...."  And,  "Everybody  who  sees  Elsah  seems  to  love  it...."  The  people  we  want  to  reach  are  the  ones 
who  see  and  feel  that  way." 

At  one  time  there  was  quite  a  partnership  between  the  two  as  evidenced  by  Principia's  generous  support  of  HEF  at 
its  incorporation  and  by  its  real  estate  holdings  in  the  Village.  Elsah  in  turn  has  offered  a  rich  opportunity  for 
sketching  classes  by  young  art  students,  and  research  projects  into  its  socio-economic  and  cultural  I9th-centur)' 
history  by  others.  Both  Principia  students  and  Principia  as  an  educational  institution  have  benefited  from  this,  and 
so  have  the  HEF  publications  and,  ultimately,  Elsah  itself. 

Change  of  policy:  Lately,  The  Principia  real  estate  policy  appears  to  have  made  a  180°  turn,  and  very  little 
interest  in  Elsah  is  shown  by  either  faculty  or  staff.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  '70s  has  also  gone  —  when  Paul 
Williams,  as  editor  of  HEF's  publication,  Elsah  History,  and  Charles  Hosmer  and  Clenn  Felch  conducted  classes, 
archaeological  digs  and  trips  —  when  students  did  research  work  and  wrote  papers  for  publication.  (Some 
students  actually  were  guest  editors  for  an  entire  issue  o( Elsah  History.) 

Our  newly  elected  president,  John  Williains,  who  once,  as  a  student,  benefited  tremendously  from  all  these  classes 
and  activities,  hopes  to  usher  in  the  rebirth  of  a  wide  ajid  sincere  interest  in  all  things  "Elsali"  in  the  college 
community. 

March  3rd,  at  the  HEF  membership  meeting  in  Farley's,  both  the  mayor  of  Elsah  and  a  representative  of  The 
Principia  Corporation  will  attend  to  inform  the  membership  of  present-day  plans  and  policy.  Let  us  hope  the  plans 
and  policies  will  be  able  to  mold  into  one  positive  thought,  constructive  for  all  concerned. 


A  Principia  owned 

house  — 

The  Wanamaker  House 


^  Two  House  Tours 

Some  people  questioned  the  need  to  include  reports  of  house  tours,  but  looking  through  old  issues  of  Elsah 
Histon/  the  descriptions  of  these  simple  happenings  prove  to  be  important  in  the  understanding  of  life  in  Elsah. 


On  Saturday,  April  24,  1999  (Parents'  Weekend  at 
Principia  College)  HEP  organized  a  house  tour  with 
the  visiting  parents  in  mind.  The  tour  was  basically 
only  locally  advertised.  Of  the  five  homes  open, 
three  were  owned  by  Principians.  The  two  churches, 
the  Christian  Science  Reading  Room,  Parleys  Music 
Hall,  and  the  museum  were  also  open.  It  was  a  most 
relaxed  and  gracious  event. 

Homes  open:  Holt,  Evans,  Taetz,  Schmith,  and 
Lewitz.  The  tour  was  organized  by  Inge  Mack,  and 
the  Foundation  earned  $300. 

The  October  house  tour  was  a  much  larger  event, 
organized  for  the  general  public.  It  received  some 
notice  in  the  local  papers,  but  not  the  photo-spreads 
it  used  to  get.  HEF  has  decided  not  to  use  Metro- 
Tix  again  for  ticket  sales;  it  was  not  considered  to  be 
worthwhile. 


Front  porch  of  the  Holt  House  on  Mill  Street 


Paula  Rradley  writes  of  the  October  tour;  Many  of  the  homes  ol  past  tours  were  open  again,  but  this  time  we  were 
ver)'  happy  to  include  a  new  one,  the  home  of  Bob  and  Carolyn  Ruland  at  101  Mill  Street.  The  Rulands  had  just 
completed  a  handsome  renovation,  having  done  virtually  all  the  work  themselves.  We  hope  they  11  be  hosts  again. 
Our  ticket  price  was  $10.  Hot  dogs,  soft  drinks  and  home  baked  cookies  were  available  for  sale  in  the  Ci\1c  Center. 
Marge  Doerr,  with  the  assistance  of  Carol  Stookey  and  Judy  Williams,  did  a  masterful  job  of  organizing  and  serving 
—  and  cleaning  up  afterwards. 

Along  with  houses,  the  museum  in  its  new  location  was  open,  as  were  both  churches.  L)ain  Schreiber  arranged  for 
a  wild  bird  exhibit  in  front  of  the  museum.  Crafts  were  on  display  and  for  sale  at  Farley's  and  the  Mott  Building. 
Potters,  a  furniture  maker,  painters,  and  needle  workers  were  among  the  participants.  The  Mott  Building  looked 
especially  fine,  thanks  to  Summerfield's  produce  market  from  Godfrey.  Shocks  of  corn,  sheaves  of  wheat,  gourds, 
vegetables,  fruits  and  flowers  gave  a  lush  and  festive  air. 

The  visitors  were  very  enthusiastic  about  the  tour.  They  appreciated  the  warm  welcome  and  beaut\  of  the  \illage. 
Unfortunately,  the  number  of  tickets  sold  was  well  below  what  we  had  hoped  for.  A  number  of  factors  were  to 
blame:  bad  weather  forecasts.  Homecoming  at  the  College,  a  festival  /  flea  market  in  Grafton,  and  Alton's 
housetour  weekend,  all  took  their  share  of  tourists.  The  Board  of  HEF  had  chosen  and  published  the  date  for  the 
tour  months  before  and  had  no  knowledge  of  the  other  events. 

Homes  open;  Kezer,  Grafton,  Batzer,  Schmith,  Lewitz,  Flatley,  Ruland.  Paula  Bradley  organized  the  tour  and  the 
income  received  was  $705.25. 
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^  Elsah  Postmaster  retires 

Betty  Clark,  our  longtime  postmaster,  who  left  us  on 
October  8,1999  on  an  extended  leave,  finally  retired 
on  January  31  of  the  year  2000  after  30  years  of 
service.  Betty  took  office  in  Elsah  in  1985,  a  year 
after  former  postmaster  Paul  Barnes  passed  away. 

We  regret  that  we  will  no  longer  see  Betty  during  our 
daily  visits  to  the  Post  Office,  and  she  says  she  will 
miss  her  daily  visits  with  the  people  in  the  village,  but 
she  is  looking  forward  to  serving  on  the  HEF  Board 
as  treasurer. 


^  The  Christmas  Hymn  Sing,  and  the  Elsah  Methodist  Church  125  years  old 

By  Eleanor  Barnal 

This  year's  Hymn  Sing,  on  Sunday,  December  19,  1999,  started  in  the  Christian  Science  Church  and  was  led  by 
Lynda  Sleight.  She  had  gathered  the  young  ones  from  kindergarten  through  second  grade  around  her  on  the 
podium  where  they  read  the  Christmas  Story  from  Luke.  Anna  Thornton,  a  Principia  College  student,  sang  a 
lovely  solo,  excellently  accompanied  on  the  piano  by  Laura  Garritson. 

That  morning,  the  congregation  of  the  Elsah 
Methodist  church  held  a  special  Sunday  service  to 
celebrate  its  125  years  in  the  Elsah  community.  Eric 
Schreiber  read  while  some  of  the  young  members 
enacted  the  nativity  scene;  Mrs.  Nancy  Bogers  sang 
Oh,  Holy  Night,  and  Ben  and  Erin  Schreiber  played 
their  violins.  Later,  during  the  Elsah  Christmas  Sing, 
Erin  and  Ben  again  shared  their  music  while  Mrs. 
Bogers'  granddaughter,  Dana  Cory,  taking  her 
mother's  place,  sang  several  Christmas  songs  in  a 
wonderfully  spirited  way.  Pastor  Charles  Schwaab 
presided.  Miss  Heather  Baumberger  was  the  church 
musician  and  accompanist. 

The  Methodist  Church  celebration  cake 

It  all  ended  at  Farley's  Music  Hall  where  members  of  the  Foundation  were  ready  to  receive  the  participants  in  the 
Christmas  Sing  with  refreshments  and  a  large  "Celebration  Cake"  specially  decorated  for  the  occasion  of  the  125- 
year  anniversary  of  the  Elsah  Methodist  Church. 


^  Remembering  Gary  Gamrath 

We  are  sad  to  report  that  an  old  Elsah  friend,  Cary  Camrath,  passed  away  on  January  11,  2000.  Gary,  who  in  the 
1970s  worked  as  a  baseball  coach  at  Principia,  branched  out  into  the  real  estate  business  in  1983.  About  ten  years 
later  he  established  his  own  agency,  and  became  very  successful.  He  was  always  pleasant  and  helpful,  and  knowing 
Elsali,  he  respected  its  character.  He  ably  assisted  the  Foundation  in  acquiring  the  Ice  House  ruins,  for  which  we 
are  grateful.  We  shall  iniss  him.  We  send  our  condolences  to  his  wife,  Peggy,  and  their  two  children,  Craig  and 
Bobin. 
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^  Elsah  —  Building  on  Success 

by  Jane  H.  Pfeifer,  President  of  Village  of  Elsah 

Editor's  note:  Jane  Pfeifer,  our  mayor,  challenges  us  all  with  her  Elsah  survey,  which  definitely  marks  a  change  of 
approach  from  "cut  and  paste"  to  the  latest  "sound  bites,"  yet  interestingly  enough,  touches  on  many  of  the  same 
subjects. 


Elsah  is  a  success!  Are  you  surprised  by  this 
statement?  What  is  success?  Elsah  has... 

•  one  of  the  highest  average  home  prices  in  the 
River  Bend 

•  a  scenic  park-hke  natural  setting 

•  the  largest  collection  of  buildings  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  in  the  River  Bend 

•  a  National  Historic  Landmark  (Principia  College) 

•  a  stable  economy 

•  an  average  resident  income  of  $36,000 

•  good  roads 

•  public  buildings  in  good  repair 

•  prompt  and  excellent  snow  removal 

•  no  public  debt 

•  active  citizens 

•  model  zoning  ordinances 

•  our  unique  asset  of  some  young  musicians  who 
will  put  the  name  "Elsah "  on  the  lips  of  inillions 

Elsali  is  successful.   I  hear  your  opposing  arguments 
even  as  I  write  this.  We  need  to  do  so  many  things! 
We  want  a  better  sense  of  community.   We  want 
better  roads.  We  want  slower  traffic  through  Elsah. 
We  want  to  be  sure  that  each  building  in  Elsali  is  a 
prize  of  restoration.  We  worry  about  flooding. 

I  reiterate,  Elsah  is  a  success.   Furthermore,  Historic 
Elsali  Foundation  has  been  an  element  in  making 
Elsah  successful  by  translating  its  visions  into  actions. 
This  is  what  I  believe  has  happened  in  Elsah  over  the 
past  30  years: 


Vision:   Old  buildings  are  important 
Action:   HEF  restores  the  Village  Hall 

Vision:  Zoning  can  help  a  community 

Action:   HEF  gets  some  experts  to  help  the  Village 

Vision:  The  community  needs  to  have  active 

commercial  buildings 
Action:   HEF  buys  the  Mott  Building  and  helps 

start  a  restaurant 


Neither  HEF  nor  the  Village  has  a  monopoly  on 
vision.  Individual  citizens  bring  their  own  visions  and 
actions.   Clearly,  these  have  a  major  impact  on  the 
community. 


Whose  visions  and  actions  will  take  us  into  the  next 
century?   Here  are  some  of  my  visions: 

•  Elsah  is  an  integral  part  of  the  region. 

•  Elsah  plans  ahead  and  is  ready  for  any 
emergency... whether  it  be  flood,  earthquake  or 
tornado. 

•  Elsah  is  a  partner  promoting  historic  preservation 
of  the  area. 

•  Elsah  is  a  welcoming  and  pedestrian  friendly 
community  offering  public  amenities  like  walking 
paths,  parks. 

•  Elsah  is  a  positive  community  seeking  positive 
ways  to  encourage  historic  preservation. 

•  Elsah  citizens  work  together  for  their  future. 


Who  will  translate  these  ideas  into  actions?  Will  it  be  HEF?  Will  it  be  the  Village? 
Who  or  what  will  make  these  ideas  into  practical,  real,  effective  forces  for  change? 

I  am  ready!  Are  you? 
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^  The  L-15  Levee 

by  John  W.  Williams,  HEF  President 

L-15!  For  those  of  us  with  several  decades  of  experience  with  Elsah,  the  letter  and  number  "L-15"are  like  a  horror 
movie  coming  back  in  sequels. 

L-15  is  the  designation  of  the  levee  system  that  encompasses  the  lowlands  of  St.  Charles  County  in  Missouri  that  lie 
opposite  of  Elsah.  Twice  in  past  decades  the  US  Corps  of  Engineers  has  proposed  raising  the  levee  to  a  100-year 
flood  level.   Vigorous  opposition  from  the  Illinois  side  of  the  river  stopped  these  two  attempts. 

The  essence  of  the  opposition  was  eloquently  captured  by  the  anguished  cry  heard  from  a  farmer  last  week:  "You 
can't  tell  me  you  can  put  five  gallons  of  water  in  a  two  gallon  bucket! "  Raising  the  height  of  levees  restricts  the  flow 
of  water,  forcing  the  water  either  higher  or  into  alternative  paths,  such  as  Elsah.  This  is,  in  the  Corps'  terminology, 
"induced  flooding." 

There  is  already  an  agricultural  levee  system  around  the  St.  Charles  lowlands  between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
Rivers.  This  levee  is  a  20-year  flood  agricultural  levee.  The  great  flood  of  1993,  according  to  the  Corps,  was  a  175- 
year  flood. 

The  L-15  project  has  returned  in  a  chfferent  guise.  The  Corps,  based  on  lobbying  from  the  local  levee  district  and 
St.  Charles  officials,  has  proposed  to  raise  and  repair  the  levee  to  its  intended  20-year  flood  level  height.  The  low 
spots  that  need  repair  are  all  located  on  the  Missouri  side  of  St.  Charles  County.  Thus,  the  Corps  never  thought  to 
seek  input  from  Illinois  citizens. 

Representatives  of  HEF  (including  President  John  Williams)  and  Elsah  village  off^icials  (including  Mayor  Jane 
Pfeifer  and  Trustee  Marge  Doerr)  attended  a  Corps  workshop  held  January  13  in  St.  Charles  County  and  an 
information  session  held  January  21  organized  by  Congressman  Jerry  Costello  (Dem-IL)  at  the  Melvin  Price  Lock 
and  Dam  in  Alton.   Other  Illinois  civic  leaders  and  government  officials  attended  these  sessions,  too. 

The  Board  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  drafted  and  circulated  a  statement  in  opposition  to  the  Corps  proposal. 
The  essence  of  the  Board  opposition  is  to  the  long-term  consequences  for  the  levee  process.  The  levee 
improvement  has  already  been  approved  by  Congress,  and  money  will  be  (or  has  been)  appropriated.  The  Board's 
first  concern  is  that  this  process  "federalizes  "  the  L-15  levee.  The  levee  will  no  longer  be  a  local  entity  but  will  be 
managed  by  the  US  Corps  of  Engineers.  This  further  distances  the  decision-making  from  the  people  and  property 
affected  by  those  decisions.  The  Board's  second  concern  is  the  apparent  lack  of  concern  for  or  lack  of  skill  at 
understanding  issues  of  cultural  heritage. 

In  response  to  questioning  by  HEF  President  Williams,  Corps  officials  (including  district  commander  Col.  Michael 
Morrow)  asserted  that  the  levee  could  not  be  raised  above  its  current  20-year  flood  level,  due  to  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Administration.     EEMA  maintains  a  'floodway"  that  reaches 
across  the  St.  Charles  lowlands.    This  gives  the  Missouri  River  a  "relief  valve" so  that  floods  topping  the  20-year 
level  will  fill  into  St.  Charles  and  cross  to  the  Mississippi  River  near  Portage  de  Sioux  (across  from  Elsah).    In  the 
ensuing  dialogue,  Corps  representatives  made  several  points  clear. 

They  acknowledged  that  raising  the  levee  along  the  Missouri  would  cause  greater  damage  further  upriver, 
especially  near  Chesterfield,  which  suffered  massive  flooding  when  its  100-year  levee  was  breeched.  When 
pressed,  they  also  acknowledged  that  raising  the  levee  along  the  Mississippi  River  would  induce  additional  flooding 
along  the  Illinois  side  of  the  river.  "You  can't  put  five  gallons  of  water  in  a  two  gallon  bucket,"  said  the  farmer. 

In  response  to  questions  from  an  Alton  resident,  the  Corps  acknowledged  that  the  definition  of  a  20-year  flood  is 
based  on  probabilities.  Thus,  as  probabilities  or  likelihoods  of  flooding  change,  so  will  the  definition  of  a  20-year 
flood  height  change.   Conceivably,  the  levee  can  be  raised  or  lowered  to  meet  the  new  definition. 

Environmentalists  from  Illinois,  including  representatives  from  the  Great  River  Land  Trust,  helped  bring  the 
essential  issue  of  land  use  into  focus.  St.  Charles  County  is  under  tremendous  pressure  to  develop.  The  1-70 
corridor  west  of  St.  Louis  is  booming,  and  valuable  residential  and  commercial  land  is  becoming  exhausted.    The 
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northern  portion  of  St.  Charles  County,  which  hes  opposite  tlie  bluffs,  is  untapped.  Currently,  there  are 
restrictions  on  land  use,  mostly  imposed  by  FEMA.  There  is  concern,  however,  that  pressure  for  development  will 
push  the  Corps  to  raise  levee  heights  to  100-  or  500-year  flood  levels,  eliminating  the  need  for  FEMA  restrictions. 
Proponents  have  pointed  to  the  Wood  River  levee  district  in  Illinois  and  referred  to  New  Orleans,  where  almost  all 
of  the  residential  and  industrial  zones  are  below  river  level.  To  alleviate  Illinois  fears,  the  St.  Charles  County 
Executive  issued  a  letter  proclaiming  that  the  county  would  not  permit  development  in  the  low  lands.  Participants 
at  the  information  meeting  were  skeptical  at  how  long  St.  Charles  County  could  withstand  pressures  to  develop. 

This  leads  to  HEF's  third  concern.  As  the  Corps  admitted,  raising  the  levee  above  its  current  20-year  flood  height 
(as  defined  in  2000)  would  result  in  additional  flooding  in  Illinois,  especially  Elsah.  As  the  levee  process  becomes 
internalized  within  the  Corps  it  will  become  more  difficult  to  have  our  voice  heard  or  assert  public  control  over 
bureaucratic  decisions.  The  HEF  Board  is  concerned  that  this  process  makes  the  construction  of  a  100-year  levee 
a  greater  possibility. 

Note  by  the  editor:  On  January  20,  2000,  John  W.  Williams,  HEF  President,  wrote,  with  Board  approval,  a  strong 
and  direct  letter  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  stating  HEF's  opposition  to  the  raising  of  the  L-15  levee 
along  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  Indeed,  the  L-15  levee  is  an  unbelievable  threat  to  Elsah  and  to  the 
many  other  communities  along  the  Mississippi.  It  is  unbelievable,  not  only  because  of  the  damage  the  ultimately 
higher  river  waters  can  create,  but  because  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  grand  plan  of  river  management  which 
takes  all  sites  and  every  kind  of  land  use  into  consideration. 

One  has  to  raise  some  questions:  Does  the  Corps  of  Engineers  still  do  "its  thing  "irrespective  of  the  larger  picture? 
And,  closer  to  home:  Are  Pere  Marquette  State  Park,  recently  enlarged  and  refurbished,  and  Elsah,  jewels  in  the 
crown  of  the  Illinois  Department  of  Tourism  worth  preserving  or  not?  Is  the  Jersey  Count)'  Board  aware  of  the 
loss  of  property  value  along  the  river,  and  consequently  its  tax  income,  when  it  withdew  its  opposition  to  the  L-15 
levee  project? 

Mayor  Jane  Pfeifer  threw  down  the  gauntlet  —  who  is  going  to  take  it  up?  The  only  way  to  challenge  the 
shortsighted  levee  plans  is  to  work  together  and  fight  for  the  greater  common  good.  All  of  us  in  this  area  — 
together. 

^  Conclusion 

This  is  the  last  issue  of  Elsah  History  under  my  editorship.  With  the  presidency,  I  also  inherited  the  job  of  editor, 
which  by  the  way,  I  greatly  enjoyed.  It  was  a  daunting  task  to  follow  a  group  as  illustrious  as  Paul  Williams,  Charles 
Hosmer,  and  Glenn  Felch,  all  professors  at  Principia  College,  who  covered  a  wide  range  of  scholarly  topics  and 
introduced  some  exciting  uses  of  color,  texture  and  graphics. 

As  the  last  member  of  the  original  Carden  Club  who  was  still  active  on  the  Board,  I  felt  that  it  was  important  to 
take  a  look  at  HEF,  how  it  came  into  being,  what  it  was,  what  it  accomplished,  its  role  in  Elsali.    I  also  felt  that, 
considering  the  momentous  events  and  developments  that  happened  to  and  in  Elsah  itself  in  these  past  seven 
years,  I  owed  the  community  a  record  of  these  recent  happenings  while  they  were  still  almost  'touchable  "facts  — 
experienced  facts  —  before  they  would  slide  into  history. 

With  these  items  taken  care  of,  the  publication  should  be  ready  to  face  the  future,  the  twenty-first  century  with  its 
developments,  and  focus  again  on  past  achievements,  which  in  actuality  should  be  every  historic  publication's 
subject. 

I  thank  Marie  Oleson  and  Jeralyn  Lewitz,  without  whose  help  no  decent  newsletter  ever  would  have  been 
produced  by  me.  Marie,  a  tech-whiz,  was  our  saving  angel  who  transposed  everything  written  to  the  computer, 
ready  for  the  printer;  while  Jeralyn,  with  her  eagle  eye  and  special  sense  of  sentence  structure,  was  the  perfect 
proofreader,  who  at  times,  even  successfully,  suggested  syntax  changes 

It  has  been  a  rewarding  experience,  being  a  member  of  the  HEF  Board  throughout  the  years.  It  meant  getting  to 
know  the  people  here  with  their  varied  interests  and  conniiitments;  it  meant  really  "tasting  "the  life  in  this  village 
while  participating  in  it,  and  hopefully  helping  to  guide  it  some,  too.       Ingeborg  H.  Mack 
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^  Welcome  to  Elsah 

1.  Ann  and  Mark  Badasch  and  their  Elsah  Restaurant,  "My  Just  Desserts,  Elsah" 

18  LaSalle  Street  (the  Mott  Commercial  Building). 

2.  Lynda  Sleight  and  son  Ben    —    1 1  Valley  Street 

3.  Bruno  David  —  20  LaSalle  Street  (from  New  York  and  Paris,  France) 

H  Village  Happenings  (Newsletter  Contents) 

^  The  Sample  family  returns  to  Elsah 

^  Introduction 

^  Changes  and  Continuity 

John  Williains,  the  new  president 

Origin  of  Historic  Elsali  Foundation 

The  thrust  of  the  Foundation  is  basically  threefold 

Marie  Oleson  retires 

New  treasurer 

New  secretary 
H  Changing  hands  (or  musical  chairs) 

Sale  of  the  Keller  Store 

"Jeremiah's  Elsali"  moves  to  Keller's  Store 

The  Foundation  sells  the  Mott  Commercial  Building 

Public  hospitality  in  Elsah 

Lawrence  Keller 

^  The  Village  Museum 

The  museum  moves 

The  Old  Schoolhouse 
^  Principia  and  Elsah 

Sharing  an  inspiration 

Change  of  policy 
^  Two  House  Tours 
^   Elsah  Postmaster  retires 

^  The  Christmas  Hymn  Sing,  and  the  Elsali  Methodist  Church  125  years  old 
M    Remembering  Gary  Gamrath 
M    Elsali  —  Building  on  Success 
M   The  L-15  Levee 
^   Conclusion 
M   Welcome  to  Elsali 
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